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NEWSLETTER
When you read, you do two things simultaneously: you say the words, and you think about what 

you are reading. Understanding the meaning the words convey is the comprehension 
part of reading. Word identification is necessary for comprehension, but word 
identification does not guarantee comprehension. Comprehension is accomplished in 
your brain as it processes the word meaning and language structures of the text.
There are seven specific strategies that students will learn to help them comprehend 

what they are reading. 

READING COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES

Connecting
Connecting is probably the most pervasive 

thinking strategy that everyone uses while 
reading. You connect what you are reading to 
your own life, to what you know about the world, 
and to other things you have read. While reading 
about Lance Armstrong, we may think:

•"My friend's name is Lance."
•"I rode in a bicycle race once."
•"I've never ridden my bike as far as Lance."

When you read the text does it remind you of 
anything you know about, experiences you had, 
other books, or world events?

Visualizing
When you read, you use all your senses. 

You see things in your mind's eye. If you get 
lost in a book, you can sometimes almost 
taste, smell, and feel the physical sensations 
you would actually have if you were in that 
situation. As you read, you imagine the 
situation you are reading about. Reading 
about Lance Armstrong, you may think:

•"The wind must be cold as they ride over 
the mountain."

•You can hear the crowd roar as the 
cyclists come to the finish line.

When you are reading, what pictures or 
movies are in your mind?

Inferring
When you make an inference, you read 

between the lines. You infer things the author 
has told you in the text. You infer why things 
happen, why characters act the way they do, 
and how characters are feeling. Reading about 
Lance Armstrong, you may infer:

•"I'll bet Lance is proud to win the yellow 
jersey again."

Can you predict what is about to happen? Can 
you identify something in the book that 
helped you make that prediction? What were 
the clues?

Predicting/Anticipating
As you read, your mind thinks of where the 

text is going and what may happen. Sometimes 
you have a specific guess or prediction about 
what is going to happen. Sometimes you don't 
have a specific prediction about what will 
happen, but you anticipate the direction the text 
will take. Often, anticipating includes a little 
voice in your brain starting sentences with "I 
wonder."

•"I wonder if Lance will win the race."
"I think that Lance will win this time."
"I wonder if Lance will go back to racing after 

having cancer."
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This Week:
READING
“Wolf!”
Multiple meaning 
words.
Spelling Unit 2.2

MATH
Add with regrouping.
Timed test on addition. 

SCIENCE
Classifying animals.
Types of vertebrates

SOCIAL 
STUDIES
Landforms.

LANGUAGE ARTS
Singular and plural 
nouns.
Cursive upper case 
letters E, F, G, H

Calendar
October 13, 2009
Timelines due.

October 26, 2009
Teacher Work Day. 
No School.

October 30, 2009
Fall Party 1:30

November 4, 2009
Early Release.

November 5, 2009
Papa John’s Night.

Summarizing 
As you read, you 

accumulate information, and 
you keep this information in 
mind by turning smaller facts 
into larger generalizations. 
You put together information 
from the text and from your 
own knowledge to draw 
conclusions. You read about 
Lance Armstrong practicing 
for hours every day, and you 
conclude, "Lance is 
hardworking, focused, and 
determined." The text did 
not say this, but you used the 
information to generalize. 
Think of all the parts and put 
them together.

If you were to tell another 
person about the story and 
you could only use a few 
sentences, what would you 
say?

Questioning and Monitoring
As you read, your brain monitors 

comprehension. When something does 
not make sense, you ask yourself 
questions. Reading about Lance 
Armstrong, you might ask:

•"What does the yellow jersey 
mean?"

•"What does that word mean?"

The more complex the topic, the more 
monitoring and questioning your brain 
has to do. Even in familiar text, you may 
sometimes misread a word, and then 
have to go back and reread when you 
realize that something is not right. As 
long as the reading seems to make sense, 
you are not aware of this monitoring 
function. But when something--an 
unknown word, a misread word, an 
apparent contradiction--disrupts the 
meaning-making, your brain sends up a 
read flag with a big question mark on it. 
Once you realize something is not 
working, you try some fix-up strategies--
rereading, continuing to read while 
looking for clarification, or asking 
someone. The brain's self-monitoring 
function works best when you encounter 
some--but not too many--red flags. This 
is one of the major reasons why children 
need to spend some time reading 
materials at just the right instructional 
level.

What did you wonder about while 
you were reading? What questions did 
you have? Were you able to find the 
answers?

When reading, if you are not 
understanding or it is not making sense:

•Reread the sentence or passage
•Read ahead for clarification
•Adjust your reading rate, slow down
•Read out loud
•Check the illustrations

Evaluating
As you read, you form 

opinions based on what you 
read. As you read about 
Lance Armstrong, you may 
think, "That's the kind of 
man I hope my son will grow 
up to be." That kind of 
thought is a conclusion, but 
it is also your personal 
opinion.

Are there some parts of 
the story that are more 
important than others? 
Which ones? Why do you 
think they are important?


